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    Abstract


Introduction Recruitment in paediatric palliative care is widely reported as challenging, with low rates of invitation by clinicians. The impact of this on sample bias is unknown.




Aim(s) and method(s) We studied recruitment to a qualitative interview study about parental decision making for children cared for by a specialist palliative care (PC) team. PC clinicians were encouraged to introduce the study to parents over 12 months. With ethical approval, we used information from the PC team database and feedback from clinicians to explore the impact of low invitation rates on sample bias.




Results The families of 519 living and 73 deceased patients were retrospectively identified as potentially eligible for recruitment. Clinicians invited parents of 28 (5.4%) living patients compared to 21 (28.8%) deceased patients (p=0.0001). On multivariable analyses, there was no association between patient demographics and invitation, but for living patients, total and out-of-hours contact time between family and PC team while eligible were independently associated with invitation (p<0.05). The most common reasons clinicians gave for not inviting parents of living and deceased patients were little or no contact with them and perceived burden.




Conclusion(s) Invitation rates were especially low among parents of living patients. There was no evidence that this led to major demographic bias. However, the strong influence of family contact may have introduced bias potentially relevant to the project (e.g. patient stability and parent-clinician relationships) that we were unable to measure. We recommend that researchers consider levels of patient contact when planning studies requiring recruitment via clinicians.




	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjspcare-2014-000653.17

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care
	Supportive care




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£107)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£107)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The Association for Palliative Medicine of Great Britain and Ireland]
	[image: Palliative Care Research Society]
	[image: Hospice UK]
	[image: The Australian and New Zealand Society of Palliative Medicine]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2045-4368Print ISSN: 2045-435X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


