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    To the editor
We thank Professor Mercadante for his interest in our work and welcome the opportunity to comment. The indication for cordotomy in the cohort reported was for cancer pain which had not been successfully treated with opioid and adjuvant analgesia. The indication was further supported by referral from experienced practitioners in palliative care and/or oncology and ratified by experienced specialists in pain medicine working in tertiary referral centres, as part of multidisciplinary teams including specialist palliative care.
All but two of our patients were on strong opioid medication in significant dosage at the time of cordotomy. We accept that all patients may not have exhausted every analgesic entity (eg, trial of multiple … 
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