





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 5, Issue 5 
	Palliative care in patients with liver cirrhosis: it is the time to deal with the burden


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letters


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Palliative care in patients with liver cirrhosis: it is the time to deal with the burden
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	A Lisotti1,2, 
	P Fusaroli1,2 and 
	G Caletti1,2

	
1Department of Medical and Surgical Sciences, University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy

	
2Gastroenterology Unit, Hospital of Imola, Imola, Bologna, Italy


	Correspondence to
 Dr A Lisotti, UO di Gastroenterologia, Ospedale Nuovo di Imola, via Montericco 9, Imola, BO 40026, Italy; lisotti.andrea{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjspcare-2015-000923

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Chronic conditions

We read, with great interest, Dr Gola et al's1 manuscript entitled “Economic analysis of costs for patients with end stage liver disease over the last year of life”, in which the authors clearly demonstrated the increased economic burden of end stage liver disease (ESLD) on health systems. This original article should not be considered only a mere analysis of costs related to ESLD but also as a starting point for future directions in this field.
Liver cirrhosis is the common result of different injuries to liver tissue, leading to necroinflammation and neofibrogenesis. The prognosis of patients with chronic liver disease varies widely, depending on the presence of portal hypertension, the clinical stage, the removal of the underlying pathogenetic noxa (ie, alcohol, hepatitis C virus) or the occurrence of decompensation and other clinical events (ie, infections, kidney injury).
Quality of life results reduced in almost all patients with cirrhosis because of an impairment in all the three areas of health-related QoL (HRQOL), namely, physical, psychological and social; despite these evidences, the assessment of HRQOL is frequently a marginal issue in the clinical evaluation of the patient with cirrhosis. The stage of the disease, age (older), gender (female) and cultural and socioeconomic issues significantly influence patients’ QoL. … 
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