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Dear Editor,
Although the number of hospitals with palliative care programmes has increased greatly in recent years, 48% of referrals for these patients came from hospitalists and only 13% came from critical care physicians, a figure far lesser than would be expected.1 Such a gap in palliative care referrals in the intensive care unit (ICU) can be attributed to several factors, including the shortage of palliative care providers, the unrealistic expectation of the physicians for patient prognosis and the timing of the referrals. These factors contribute to excess hospital mortality, inadequate pain management, frequent hospital readmission and extended length of stay in the ICU.2 3 Therefore, a better method for identifying patients needing palliative care should be incorporated into care delivery.
To identify the method of palliative care screening that was more effective in our local ICU, we screened and studied the first 50 patients admitted to this medical facility between … 
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