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There have been active discussions in the literature pertaining to the creation of an advance care plan following a serious illness diagnosis. In advance care planning (ACP), differentiating clearly between end-of-life (EOL) values and EOL preferences is important. Thus, we recommend to focus on how both translate with each other and directly impact the ACP process. First, we explicate the observed problem and then discuss values and preferences independently of each other before recommending the way forward. We are motivated to contribute our opinion as it is important to establish a clear understanding of EOL values and EOL preferences in ACP. This will help researchers be cognisant of the ‘translation gap’ as an ongoing process in EOL decision-making.
The observed problem pertains to the challenges of defining and delineating ‘EOL values’ and ‘EOL preferences’. In the vernacular, ‘values’ and ‘preferences’ are often used interchangeably. However, it is pertinent that both terms be clearly distinguished from each other in research. There has been an implicit understanding in the literature that they are different from each other, but we call for a more distinct treatment to deal with both as related and interacting ideas. We are concerned that a lack of delineation may negatively … 
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