





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Online First
	Advanced prostate cancer experimental radioactive treatment—clinical trial decision making: patient experiences


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Qualitative & mixed methods


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Advanced prostate cancer experimental radioactive treatment—clinical trial decision making: patient experiences
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3412-2607Bianca Viljoen1, 
	Michael S Hofman2,3, 
	Suzanne K Chambers4,5,6,7,8, 
	Jeff Dunn6,7, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4039-5169Haryana Dhillon9, 
	Ian D Davis10,11 and 
	Nicholas Ralph1,4,6

	[bookmark: aff-1]1School of Nursing and Midwifery, University of Southern Queensland, Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Prostate Cancer Theranostics and Imaging Centre of Excellence (ProsTIC), Molecular Imaging and Therapeutic Nuclear Medicine, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Sir Peter MacCallum Department of Medicine, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Faculty of Health, University of Technology Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-5]5Faculty of Health Sciences, Australian Catholic University—Brisbane Campus, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-6]6Centre for Health Research, University of Southern Queensland, Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-7]7Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia, St Leonards, New South Wales, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-8]8Exercise Medicine Research Institute, Edith Cowan University, Perth, Western Australia, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-9]9CeMPED, The University of Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-10]10Department of Medical Oncology, Monash University, Clayton, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-11]11Department of Medical Oncology, Eastern Health, St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada


	Correspondence to Associate Professor Nicholas Ralph, School of Nursing and Midwifery, University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich, Australia; nicholas.ralph{at}usq.edu.au




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objectives Nested qualitative studies within clinical trials provide the opportunity to better understand participant experiences of participation and identify areas where improved support is required. The purpose of this qualitative study is to describe the lived experiences of men with advanced prostate cancer participating in the TheraP trial; a randomised trial of 177Lu-PSMA-617 compared with cabazitaxel chemotherapy.

Methods Fifteen men with advanced prostate cancer were recruited from the TheraP clinical trial and interviewed at three time points during the trial. Interviews were inductively analysed using thematic analysis. This research paper reports the results from the baseline interview at commencement of the trial, focusing specifically on participants’ enrolment experiences.

Results Four themes were identified representing the lived experiences of men with advanced prostate cancer deciding to participate in the TheraP trial: (1) hoping to survive; (2) needing to feel informed; (3) choosing to participate and (4) being randomised. The process of deciding to enrol in a clinical trial is filled with indecision, emotional difficulties and focused on a desire to live.

Conclusions For men with advanced prostate cancer, the experience of deciding to enrol in a clinical trial is principally driven by a desire to survive but interlinked with the need to make an informed decision as participants in this study expressed a preference for allocation to the experimental arm. Men seeking to enrol in clinical trials of new prostate cancer treatments would benefit from improved informational and decision support.

Trial registration number NCT03392428, ANZUP1603.
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