APPENDIX 3: RESULTS OF THE SEARCH STRATEGIES AND FLOW CHARTS OF STUDY
IDENTIFICATION, SELECTION AND REASONS FOR EXCLUSION

(a) Randomized Controlled trials of Cryotherapy to Prevent Oral Mucositis in Adults and Children
Receiving Treatment for Cancer or Undergoing Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation: A
total of 390 references were identified from the search strategy. After screening titles and abstracts,
28 were retrieved in full and 16 satisfied the eligibility criteria (14 primary and 2 companion papers).
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(b) Randomized Controlled trials of Low Level Light Therapy to Prevent Oral Mucositis in Adults
and Children Receiving Treatment for Cancer or Undergoing Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplantation: A total of 2,446 references were identified from the search strategy. After

screening titles and abstracts, 57 were retrieved in full and 18 satisfied the eligibility criteria (Details
available in Oberoi et al.[1]).

(c) Randomized Controlled trials of Keratinocyte Growth Factor to Prevent Oral Mucositis in
Adults and Children Receiving Treatment for Cancer or Undergoing Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplantation: A total of 906 references were identified from the search strategy. After screening

titles and abstracts, 25 were retrieved in full and 12 satisfied the eligibility criteria (11 primary and 1
companion paper).
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Non-Randomized Controlled trials of Keratinocyte Growth Factor to Prevent Oral Mucositis in
Children Receiving Treatment for Cancer or Undergoing Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplantation: As the search for RCTs of keratinocyte growth factor did not use trial design as a
filter, the same 906 references were evaluated. After screening titles and abstracts, 5 were retrieved
in full and 4 satisfied the eligibility criteria.
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(d) Randomized Controlled trials of Any Intervention to Prevent Oral Mucositis in Children
Receiving Treatment for Cancer or Undergoing Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation: A
total of 3,873 references were identified from the search strategy. After screening titles and abstracts,
105 were retrieved in full and 24 satisfied the eligibility criteria (21 primary and 3 companion papers).
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Abbreviations: RCT — randomized controlled trial; HSCT — hematopoietic stem cell transplantation
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