Editor-in-chief

Bill Noble (UK)

Associate Editors

Myra Bluebond-Langner (UK)
Merryn Gott (New Zealand)
Eduardo Bruera (USA)

Irene J Higginson (UK)
Christine Ingleton (UK)
Matthew Hotopf (UK)

Pal Klepstad (Norway)

Geoff Mitchell (Australia)

Editorial Office

BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd

BMA House

Tavistock Square

London WC1TH 9JR, UK

T: +44 (0)20 7383 6224

F: +44 (0)20 7383 6668

E: info.spcare@bmijgroup.com
ISSN: 2045-435X (print)

ISSN: 2045-4368 (online)

Disclaimer: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care is
published by BMJ Publishing Group Ltd

(a wholly owned subsidiary of the British Medical
Association). The owners grant editorial freedom
to the Editor of BMJ Supportive & Palliative

Care. BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care follows
guidelines on editorial independence produced
by the World Assaciation of Medical Editors and
the code on good publication practice of the
Committee on Publication Ethics.

BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care is intended for
medical professionals and is provided without
warranty, express or implied. Statements in the
journal are the responsibility of their authors and
advertisers and not authors' institutions, the BMJ
Publishing Group or the BMA unless otherwise
specified or determined by law. Acceptance of
advertising does not imply endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the BMJ
Publishing Group shall not be liable for any loss,
injury or damage resulting from the use of

BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care or any
information in it whether based on contract, tort,
or otherwise. Readers are advised to verify any
information they choose to rely on.

Copyright © 2012 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd.
Al rights reserved; no part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
or otherwise without prior permission.

BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care is published
by BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, typeset by
Newgen, and printed in the UK on acid-free
paper from sustainable forests by Buxton Press,
Buxton, UK.

BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care (ISSN No:
2045-435X) is published quarterly by BMJ
Publishing Group and is distributed in the USA
by Mercury International Ltd. Periodicals postage

paid at Rahway, NJ. and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: send address changes to BMJ
Supportive & Palliative Care, Mercury International
Ltd, 365 Blair Road, Avenel, NJ 07001, USA.

Contents

Editorials
1 Editor’s choice
B Noble

2 Bereavement in childhood: risks, consequences and

responses
A Aynsley-Green, A Penny, S Richardson

5 Subcutaneous furosemide in advanced heart failure:
has clinical practice run ahead of the evidence
omns  DASE?

CHOICE

] M Beattie, M ] Johnson

Volume 2 Issue 1 | BMJ SP Care March 2012

43  Where do patients known to a community palliative

care service die?
M Capel, T Gazi, L Vout, N Wilson, [ Finlay

Case report
48  The role of specialist palliative care in managing

patients with multimorbidity
M ] Calam, A Gwynn, P Perkins

Letters
) ‘Increased mortality in parents bereaved in the
first year of their child’s life": statistical points and

possible extensions
W B Chu, C Percy

7 Authors’ response
M Harper, R C. O’Connor, R E. O'Carroll

8 Emergency readmission to hospital is inadequate as
a measure of care quality and a poor prognostic sign

in haematology patients
D Stangoe, A E Milne

Review

51 Radiation therapy in malignant spinal cord
compression: what is the current knowledge
on fractionation schedules? A systematic

literature review
E T Lohre, J-A Lund, S Kaasa

Feature
9 Intention, procedure, outcome and personhood in

palliative sedation and euthanasia
L J Materstvedt

Republished research
57  Quality for home palliative care: an Italian

metropolitan multicentre JCI-certified model
F Rizzi, M Pizzuto, L Lodetti, O Corli, D Da Col,
M E Damiani, D Mihali, L Piva, L Saita, M Vinci,
A Bonaldi, Milan Palliative Care Group Investigators

63 Development of Prognosis in Palliative care Study
(PiPS) predictor models to improve prognostication

in advanced cancer: prospective cohort study
B Gwilliam, V Keeley, C Todd, M Gittins, C Roberts,
L Kelly, S Barclay, P C Stone

News

12 News and updates from palliativedrugs.com
A Wilcock, S Charlesworth

Short report
72 Public opinion on preferences and priorities for
end-of-life care in sub-Saharan Africa: piloting a

novel method of street surveying
J Downing, N Gikaara, B Gomes, B A Daveson,
1] Higginson, R Harding; on behalf of Project PRISMA

Short cuts

15  Articles of interest in other scholarly journals
] Boland

Research
17  Has there been any progress in improving the
quality of hospitalised death? Replication of a US

chart audit study
P Parikh, F C Brokaw, S Saggar, L Graves, S Balan, Z Li,
T D Tosteson, M Bakitas

24  Breaking bad news sensitively: what is important to

patients in their last year of life?
B Hanratty, E Lowson, L Holmes, G Grande, A Jacoby,
S Payne, ] Seymour, M Whitehead

29  Attitudes to morphine in chronic heart failure

patients
S G Oxberry, L Jones, A L Clark, M ] Johnson

36  Which questions of twa commonly used
multidimensional palliative care patient reported
outcome measures are most useful? Results from

the European and African PRISMA survey

1] Higginson, S T Simon, H Benalia, ] Downing,

B A Daveson, R Harding, C Bausewein, on behalf of
PRISMA

Education
75 Palliative medicine and smartphones: an opportunity

for innovation?
A C Nwosu, S Mason

Poem
78  For Aneurin Bevan
D Hope

/d This article has been chosen by the Editor to be of special interest

’ orimportance and is freely available online.

Ghoice
Articles carrying the Unlocked Logo are freely available online

under the BMJ Journals unlocked scheme.

See http://spcare.bmj.com/info/unlocked.dtl

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION ETHICS

|C|O|P|E

This journal is a member of and subscribes to the principles of the
Committee on Publication Ethics

www.publicationethics.org.uk

ECOSEP

Ovrecycle

When you have finished
with this please recycle it

@ equator
\2

network

"1ybuAdoo Ag paroarold 1senb Ag 120z ‘ST Yd4e uo jwod fwg-areads)/:diny woly papeojumoq 'ZT0zZ Y2Je\ T uo se paysignd 1s1y :a1e) 1eljed uoddns A9



http://spcare.bmj.com/

