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To the editor
We commend Twose et al for their qualitative study conducted with 16 patients who had therapeutic thoracocentesis for malignant pleural effusions (MPEs).1 Respiratory symptoms improved while constitutional symptoms did not; and even though symptomatic benefit was only for a matter of days, patients thought that it was worth any discomfort.
We conducted a similar study with 10 patients with MPE who were identified by the pleural team at a large district general hospital. Patients were interviewed 4 weeks after a talc pleurodesis or placement of an indwelling pleural catheter (IPC). An IPC is a plastic tube which can be placed during a day case procedure and allows intermittent fluid drainage in the community.
A semistructured electronically recorded interview … 
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