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I was interested in the national UK data on percutaneous cervical cordotomy for cancer-related pain.1 They affirm it is effective and early referrals should be considered, rather than analgesics which may be suboptimally effective but also have side effects. This conclusion was based on a median assessment time of 9 days (during which 13% of patients died). Mean survival was just a few weeks. They observed opioid dose reduction from 200 to 140 mg/day of oral morphine equivalents.
I question this. The ‘presumed indication’ for cordotomy, not supported by appropriate … 
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