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Introduction The Charedi Community located in Stamford 
Hill represent the third largest concentration of strictly 
Orthodox Jews in the world, with a total population of over 
18 000 members. To date the Charedi Community have had 
little involvement with Hospice. Little is known about the 

needs of Charedi people with advanced, progressive illness 
and what factors underpin their lack of uptake of specialist 
palliative care services.
Method A multi-dimensional Needs Assessment was 
undertaken, drawing upon Epidemiological, Corporate and 
Comparative approaches to consider the need as widely as 
possible. This included a number of focus groups within the 
Charedi community.
Results There is a small but signifi cant need for specialist 
palliative care services within the Charedi community (up to 
44 new patient referrals per year), with specifi c areas of need 
identifi ed in relation to specialist nursing and medical input, 
therapies rehabilitation and bereavement support. These 
needs would be best met by the Community Palliative Care 
Team to fulfi l the Charedi community’s preference to receive 
care at home.
Discussion The Charedi community have a need for greater 
awareness of palliative care services and support available to 
patients with advanced disease. Charedi care providers are 
receptive to engage with joint working and training opportu-
nities offered by the Hospice.
Additionally, there is a need for Hospices to better understand 
core Jewish values to ensure culturally sensitive and appro-
priate care for Jewish patients. Attention to the great value 
Judaism places on life, implications for provision and with-
drawal of interventions and methods of conveying informa-
tion to allow for maintenance of hope is needed.
Conclusion The Charedi Jewish community in Stamford Hill 
have an unmet need for Specialist Palliative care. The commu-
nity is open to work in closer partnership with the Hospice to 
support Charedi patients with advanced, progressive illness.

21_bmjspcare-2011-000105.indd   Sec1:24721_bmjspcare-2011-000105.indd   Sec1:247 9/5/2011   7:02:52 PM9/5/2011   7:02:52 PM

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://spcare.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J S

upport P
alliat C

are: first published as 10.1136/bm
jspcare-2011-000105.130 on 1 S

eptem
ber 2011. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://spcare.bmj.com/

