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P63   INNOVATIVE APPROACH BY THE HOSPICE INVOLVEMENT 
IN SCHOOLS NATIONAL CURRICULUM

Wendy Freeman Isabel Hospice Welwyn Garden City, Herts
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This project aimed to offer schools within the local catchment 
area and opportunity for the Hospice to work collaboratively 
alongside them with delivery of the National Educational 
Curriculum of Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
Education.
A resource pack was produced and posted to 29 secondary 
schools and 1 college in the catchment area to offer a tailor 
made programme for their school curriculum focusing around 
Personal, Social, Health, Economic education and Sex and rela-
tionships Education related topics.
The initial response from secondary schools was poor so the 
project had a second phase and this was to target 123 junior/
infant schools in the catchment area.
The delayed response to the project was due to postal issues 
and not being able to identify a key worker in each school who 
leads PSHE. Schools curriculum planning and demands on 
teaching staff also affected the timetabling of additional edu-
cational sessions. Many schools showed an interest but never 
progressed to planning sessions directly.
From a further redesign of the project we have established 
direct links with 32 PSHE leads in our area and delivered 
training sessions to them high lighting areas of education 
which we are able to offer as bespoke sessions, developing 
interest already. One school has had two sessions delivered 
in the Hospice enabling staff and students to meet patients 
and learn about the Hospice and other topics. Another school 
has had sessions delivered in the school working with the 
Duke of Edinburgh students enabling fundraising for the 
Hospice. Two schools have had assemblies with question 
and answer sessions enabling us to dispel the myths of a 
Hospice.
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The fi ndings indicate that schools are satisfi ed that the 
Hospice is able to support them in delivering individualised 
programmes. The collaborative working has had a positive 
impact on the schools and Hospice.

21_bmjspcare-2011-000105.indd   Sec1:22621_bmjspcare-2011-000105.indd   Sec1:226 9/5/2011   7:02:47 PM9/5/2011   7:02:47 PM

copyright.
 on A

pril 9, 2024 by guest. P
rotected by

http://spcare.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J S

upport P
alliat C

are: first published as 10.1136/bm
jspcare-2011-000105.63 on 1 S

eptem
ber 2011. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://spcare.bmj.com/

