





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 9, Issue 3 
	Prognosis prediction with two calculations of Palliative Prognostic Index: further prospective validation in hospice cancer patients with multicentre study


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Prognosis prediction with two calculations of Palliative Prognostic Index: further prospective validation in hospice cancer patients with multicentre study
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sivakumar Subramaniam1, 
	Pauline Dand2,3, 
	Martin Ridout4, 
	Declan Cawley5, 
	Sophie Miller6, 
	Paola Valli7, 
	Rebecca Bright8, 
	Brendan O’Neill9, 
	Tricia Wilcocks1, 
	Georgina Parker10 and 
	Dee Harris11

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1
Department of Palliative Medicine, Ellenor Hospice, Gravesend, UK


	[bookmark: aff-2]
2
Department of Palliative Medicine, Pilgrims Hospices, Canterbury, UK


	[bookmark: aff-3]
3
CHSS, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent, United Kingdom


	[bookmark: aff-4]
4
Department of Statistics, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK


	[bookmark: aff-5]
5
Department of Palliative Medicine, Pilgrims Hospices, Ashford, UK


	[bookmark: aff-6]
6
Department of Palliative Medicine, Saint Joseph’s Hospice, London, UK


	[bookmark: aff-7]
7
Department of Palliative Medicine, Heart of Kent Hospice, Aylesford, UK


	[bookmark: aff-8]
8
Department of Palliative Medicine, Pilgrims Hospice, Thanet, UK


	[bookmark: aff-9]
9
Department of Palliative Medicine, Greenwich and Bexley Community Hospice, London, UK


	[bookmark: aff-10]
10
Department of Palliative Medicine, Hospice in the Weald, Tunbridge Wells, UK


	[bookmark: aff-11]
11
Department of Palliative Medicine, Marie Curie Hospice, Solihull, UK



	Correspondence to
 Dr Sivakumar Subramaniam; drsivakumar{at}doctors.org.uk, drsivaks{at}aol.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objectives In palliative care settings, predicting prognosis is important for patients and clinicians. The Palliative Prognostic Index (PPI), a prognostic tool calculated using clinical indices alone has been validated within cancer population. This study was to further test the discriminatory ability of the PPI (ie, its ability to determine whether a subject will live more or less than a certain amount of time) in a larger sample but with a palliative care context and to compare predictions at two different points in time.

Methods Multicentre, prospective, observational study in 10 inpatient hospices in the UK. The PPI score was calculated on the day of admission (PPI1) and again once on days 3–5 of inpatient stay (PPI2). Patients were followed up for 6 weeks or until death, whichever was earlier.

Results Of the 1164 patients included in the study, 962 had both scores available. The results from PPI2 showed improved sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value compared with PPI1. For PPI1versus PPI2, area under receiver operator character curve (ROC) for <21 days were 0.73 versus 0.82 and for ≥42 days prediction 0.72 versus 0.80. The median survival days for patients with PPI1 ≤4, 4.5–6 and >6 were 38 (31 to 44), 17 (14 to 19) and 5 (4 to 7).

Conclusion This study showed improved discriminatory ability using the PPI score calculated between day 3and day5 of admission compared with that calculated on admission. This study further validated PPI as a prognostic tool within a palliative care population and showed recording at two time points improved accuracy.
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