





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 5, Issue Suppl 3 
	O-23 hospice neighbours – development, delivery and beyond!


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    The Art and Science of Hospice Care – Oral Presentations
Conference papers 6


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      O-23 hospice neighbours – development, delivery and beyond!
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Moira Welham

	[bookmark: aff-1]St Nicholas Hospice Care, Bury St Edmunds, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background In 2010 50% of the hospice community nursing team's caseload were living alone and/or cared for by relatives, people were exhibiting needs that were not met by a clinically driven service.

Purpose Hospice Neighbours is a largely volunteer led project which aims to enable communities to support those affected by life limiting illness in their own environment. The scheme has a catalytic intent supporting those it works with to identify, develop and enhance their social capital, this being recognised as an integral part of ensuring people have a good experience in the last chapters of their life, Lewis et al. (2014) acknowledges "networks and relations of support are essential for ensuring quality end of life care is achieved". This is particularly relevant within lower socio-economic groups, a cohort that rarely accesses palliative care provision.

Aims
	alleviate unmet need within the service's existing client base

	increase engagement with individuals affected by non-malignant disease

	provide appropriate support earlier following diagnosis



Methods Following an anecdotal needs assessment a pilot was stablished in two localities, the success of this leading to further establishment.

Results The project has grown since conception, having received 496 referrals; it supports 118 people across 20 localities, services ranging from dog walking to companionship.52% of those currently supported have non-malignant disease. The average length of time clients spend in relationship with the service has increased from 112 days to 150 days, suggesting we are engaging earlier in the disease trajectory.

Conclusion The uptake of this service has highlighted that a medical model does not represent a panacea thus strengthening the argument for a community focused holistic provision.
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