





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 5, Issue Suppl 3 
	P-9 A matter of art and death


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    The Art and Science of Hospice Care – Poster Presentations
Posters 1–12: Arts and creative activities


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      P-9 A matter of art and death
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Ros Stroud1, 
	Christine Krajniewski1, 
	Wayne de Leeuw1, 
	Louise Clapton1 and 
	Helen Chivers2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Dorothy House Hospice Care, Winsley, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Wiltshire College, Trowbridge, Wiltshire





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Dorothy House Hospice care set local art students a challenge: to explore death and dying culminating in an exhibition in their local community during Dying Matters week.
As a society we try not to think about death and dying, let alone talk about it. The aim of this collaboration was to open up dialogue. Art and Textile students and tutors from Wiltshire College, Trowbridge linked up with hospice patients, carers and staff to increase their understanding of living with a life limiting illness and how hospices can support families during their journey.
Hospice staff made a presentation at Trowbridge College and students visited the hospice and talked openly with patients to help inform their work. The process and results have been inspiring for all involved. Students have shown a high level of maturity and understanding, a student said. ‘Doing this project has made me appreciate my life.... I don’t always appreciate what I have. It has made me more aware.’ Patients were empowered, ‘I was surprised that anything I had to say would be important enough to be read by a group of students’. Hospice staff have an increased awareness of the importance of giving patients a voice.
The varied use of media expresses each student’s individuality and understanding of both the physical and emotional impact of disease, death, loss and bereavement. Textiles, sculpture, painting and computer graphics will be exhibited as part of Dying Matters week in Trowbridge town hall. The creative coordinator at Dorothy house will be in attendance to talk to visitors about the artwork and the hospice, ‘It is clear how the making of art can increase understanding and open up the dialogue of challenging subjects, enriching the lives of those who helped to make the exhibition happen and those who will come to view it’.
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