





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 5, Issue Suppl 2 
	O-57 Talking about death – should it be obligatory?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Oral Abstracts
Themed Concurrent Session 2 – Theme 4: Principal Issues


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      O-57 Talking about death – should it be obligatory?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Hansjakob Fries1, 
	Carola Seifart1 and 
	U Seifart2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Philipps-University Marburg, Marburg, Germany

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Rehabilitationsklinik Sonnenblick Marburg, Marburg, Germany





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background Although the benefits of Advance Care Planning (ACP) and of communication about End-Of-Life-Decisions (EOL-D) appear significant and conclusive, widespread adaptation is still lacking. A number of reasons for this have been discussed, including patients’ apparent refusal to talk about the end of their life.

Aim To examine whether there is an ethical obligation for physicians to lead conversations about EOL-D – even if some patients do not wish to talk.

Methods Initially, we extracted items concerning 254 cancer patients’ desire for, experience of and acting upon autonomy from our study „Advance Care Planning – Conversations about End-of-Life Decisions”. We subsequently analysed these findings from a bioethical point of view.

Results We found significant discrepancy between self-reported desire for autonomy in patients and the concurrent non-exercising of instruments of (anticipated) autonomy.

Discussion Such apparent contradiction between desire for autonomy and non-exercising of its possibilities could be deemed un-authentic under the conditions of “personal autonomy”. This might prima facie justify obligatory conversations about EOL-D for the sake of a patient’s real volition – a highly questionable proposal in severable respects.

Conclusion To solve this dilemma, we need to analyse the concept of “personal autonomy” further and apply the idea of “having a right to ignorance” and the approaches towards other seemingly “irrational” patient’s decisions on the given situation. We conclude that a physician’s obligation canindeed be put up here, but it is distinctly different from the one in question. This way we can come to a solution which likewise respects autonomy and beneficence.
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