





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Instructions for Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2, Issue Suppl 1 
	Can e-learning help surface or change medical students' attitudes towards palliative care, death and dying?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Poster Numbers 46 to 64 – Ethics, education & communication: Poster No: 51


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Can e-learning help surface or change medical students' attitudes towards palliative care, death and dying?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jane Gibbins1, 
	Jane Williams2, 
	Jules Cooke2, 
	Dominic Alder2 and 
	Karen Forbes1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1University Hospitals of Bristol NHS Foundation Trust, Bristol, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2The University of Bristol, Bristol, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Aims e-Learning tutorials are usually used to teach knowledge and skills in medicine. Professional attitudes are important in many areas of medicine, but particularly so in palliative care, where seeing death as failure, therapeutic nihilism, avoiding dying patients and fears about opioids can all influence patient care adversely. The literature suggests that medical students have misconceptions about palliative care, and articulate anxieties and expectations similar to those of the lay public. No studies have explored the use of e-learning tutorials and attitudes. Methods: e-learning tutorials were produced by final year medical students about palliative care topics of their choice and developed further by the departments of Palliative Medicine and Medical Education. The authors performed a mixed methods study to evaluate whether these tutorials enable students to consider their attitudes and/or teach attitudes. As part of each e-learning tutorial, students were asked to write reflective notes on what they had learnt.





Results 133 students wrote 1012 reflective comments on five tutorials. The authors analysed 499 of these comments using a qualitative coding system. 322 (65%) of the 499 responses written by senior medical students revealed reflection on an attitude relevant to the scenarios presented within the e-learning tutorials. Of these 43% made a general reflection on a relevant attitude, 37% reflected on their own attitude/s and 19% indicated a change in their attitude following the e-learning tutorial.





Conclusion Our findings suggest that e-learning can surface attitudes and may encourage attitudinal change about palliative care for final year medical students. The results of this reflective analysis will be presented and discussed.
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